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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the present application, 
irrespective of whether the claim(s) remains under examination in the application are presented 
below. The claims are presented in ascending order and each includes one status identifier. 
Those claims not cancelled or withdrawn but amended by the current amendment utilise the 
following notations for amendment: 1. deleted matter is shown by strikethrough for six oi more 
characters and double brackets for five or less characters; and 2. added matter is sho^m by 
underlining. 

1. (Currently amended) A portable dissassembleable display comprising a tubular framrwork 

that stands upon a floor surface, and a graphic display portion supported by the tabular 

framework, the tubular framework comprising: 

a plurality of metallic tubular segments, each of said plurality of tubular segments being 

at least two and one-half inches in diameter, said plurality including a first tabular 

segment and a second tubular segment, each of said firet and second Ubular 

segments having two end portions, at least one end portion of the first tabular 

segment having a first flange portion disposed therein, and at least on<; end 

portion of the second tubular segment having a second flange portion dii.SQsed 

therein, at the respectiv e end portions, each of said flange portions having a 

radially extending aperture, a radially extending set screw 4 and at least aae a 

central axially extending pin recess, and a plurality of indexing pin recesses 

positioned around the central pin recess to form a generally circular indexing pin 

recess formation, each of the set screws adjustable radially into and out of the 

re s pectiv e radially extending aperture and the central pin recess pin rooon ies of 
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the respective flange portion, the first tubular end portion and the first : : lange 
portion in axial alignment and a confronting relationship with the second lobular 
end portion and the second flange portion, and the central axially extending pin 
recesses [[in]] of the first flange portion in alignment with the se cond c entral 
axially extending pin recess [[in]] of the second flange portion; and 
at least one connecting pin having an axis and extending into and between the al gned 
first and s e cond axially extending pin recesses, the connecting pin having tvo set 
screw receiving regions engagable with the respective set screws such thut the 
first and second tubular segments are securable together forming axially a! .gned 
conjoined tubular segments. 

2. (Original) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 1, wherein the connecting pin is 
axially centered within the first and second flange portions. 

3. (Original) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 1, wherein the first tubular end 
portion and the second tubular end portion have a connecting plate sandwiched therebetween, the 
connecting plate having opposite side surfaces and an aperture extending through the connecting 
plate with the connecting pin extending through said aperture. 

4. (Original) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 3, wherein the connecting pin 
comprises two axially aligned separable connecting pin portions that removably attach together 

3 
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on the opposite sides of the connecting plate through said aperture, thereby securing the 
connecting plate between the two separable connecting pin portions. 

5. (Original) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 3, wherein conjoined tubuhir end 
portions have a substantially cylindrical outer periphery and wherein the connecting plate lias at 
least one connecting branch extending radially outward beyond the cylindrical oater periphery of 
the conjoined tubular end portions for attachment of at least one of the set comprising s i end 
portion of a tubular segment and a hub. 

6. (Original) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 5, wherein the connecting plate is 
configured as a hub connecting plate and wherein the at least one connecting branch has ;i first 
outer surface and an opposite second outer surface, the first outer surface having at lea it one 
recess extending into the connecting branch. 

7. (Currently amended) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 6, wherein the :ai least 
one recess in the first outer surface does not extend through to the second outer surface. 

8. (Currently amended) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 6, further comprising a 
hub having a contoured side for engagement with the substantially cylindrical outer peripl ;ry of 
at least one of the conjoined tubular end portions, the hub further having a slot for receiving the 
at least one connecting branch and a securing member for engagement with the at lea i t one 
recess in the first outer surface of the at least one connecting branch. 

4 
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9. (Currently amended) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 8, wherein the securing 
member is a setsor e w set screw . 

10. (Original) The portable dissassemblable display of Claim 8, wherein the hub f.irther 
includes a front face portion distal the slot, the front face portion having an axially extending 
central aperture for receiving a connector pin of a third tubular end portion for connecting a third 
tubing segment in radial alignment with the conjoined first and second tubular segments. 

11. (Currently Amended) A portable dissaaoomblcablo disassemblable display comprising a 
tubular framework and a graphic display portion supported by the tubular framework, the display 
being self-standing upon a floor surface, the display comprising: 

a plurality of tubular segments, said plurality of tubular segments being at least tvo and 
one/half inches in diameter and including a first tubular segment and a s^jcond 
tubular segment, each of said first and second tubular segments having tw:> end 
portions, the tubular end portions removably conjoined with a hub connecting 
plate sandwiched therebetween, the hub connecting plate having at leairt one 
outwardly extending connecting branch having a recess[[J]i 

a hub having a contoured side for engagement with the substantially cylindrical outer 
periphery of the conjoined tubular end portions, the hub further having a slot for 
receiving the at least one connecting branch and a securing memb;T for 
engagement with the recess of the at least one connecting branch; 

5 
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at least one end portion of the first tubular segment having a first flange portion iiad at 
least one end portion of the second tubular segment having a second i" ange 
portion, each of said flange portions having a radially extending securing apixture 
and a set screw and at least one axially extending pin recess, each of lJ;e set 
screws adjustable radially into and out of the respective securing apertures; 

wherein the first tubular end portion and the first flange portion are in axial alignment 
and a confronting relationship with the second tubular end portion and the s.scond 
flange portion, and the axially extending pin recess in the first flange portior is in 
alignment with the second axially extending pin recess in the second ::lange 
portion; and 

at least one connecting pin having an axis and extending between and into the a.igned 
first and second axially extending pin recesses, the connecting pin having 1 wo set 
screw receiving regions engagable with respective set screws whereby thr first 
and second tubular segments are secured together forming axially con i Dined 
tubular end portions. 

12. (Currently amended) A display constructed from a framework connecting system, the 

framework connection system comprising: 

a first tubular frame member having two first member end portions having end portion 
apertures, and at least one first member flange secured within at least one of the 
first member end portions, the first member flange having at least one judally 
traversing connection aperture* [[and]] a radially traversing securing aperlnre in 
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communication with the respective end portion aperture of the first tubular I rame 
member and the axiallv traversing connection aperture of the first member f . ange^ 
and a plurality of first indexing pin apertures positioned around the at Iea; s t one 
axiallv traversing connection aperture of the first member flange in a generally 
circular formation : 

a second tubular frame member having two second member end portions havim; end 
portion apertures, and at least one second member flange secured within a: least 
one of the second member end portions, the second member flange having al least 
one axially traversing connection aperture and a radially traversing securing 
aperture in communication with the respective end portion aperture of the second 
tubular frame member and the axiallv traversing connection aperture < :f the 
second member flange, and a plurality of second indexing pin apertures 
positioned around the at least one axially traversing connection aperture of the 
second member flange in a generally circular formation: and 

a connector pin having two pin end portions, wherein one of the pin end portions extends 
into the axially traversing connection aperture of the first member flange and the 
other of the pin end portions extends into the axially traversing connection 
aperture of the second member flange, and wherein the first and second tubular 
frame members are abuttabiy conjoined at the respective end portions a:\d the 
connector pin end portions are secured in place by securing members ir jerted 
through the radially traversing securing apertures of the first and second member 
flanges. 

7 
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13. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 12, wherein the securing members 
are set screws. 

14. (Currently amended) The framework connection system of Claim [[13]] 12> wherein ai least 
one of the two pin end portions of the connector pin includes a radial groove adap .sd to 

. engageably receive the securing member. 

15. (Currently amended) The framework connection system of Claim 12, wherein th s? first 
mombor flang e and th e s e cond mombor flang e furth e r inoludo at leant on e -oxially exte nding 
farther including at least one indexing pi n for insertion into the first or second indexing apertures 
and at least on e indexing pin such that ins e rtion of th e at least one indexing pin in the at l e o -.3-oae 
oxially extending ind e xing apertur e of e ach of the memb e r flang e s of th e conjoined tubular -frame 
m e mb e rs to provide rotation stability for the conjoined first and second tubular frame mem : «ers . 

16. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 12, further including a hub plate 
interposed between the conjoined first and second tubular frame members, the hub plate having a 
central plate portion, a central portion aperture, and at least one connecting branch ha.ing a 
branch recess and extending outward from the central plate portion. 

17. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 16, further comprising a hub having 
a securing member, a radial engagement aperture, and a branch receiving slot and a centiid hub 

8 
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aperture both extending axially into the hub and in communication with the radial engagement 
aperture, wherein the branch receiving slot slidably receives the at least one connecting t-anch 
and the securing member is adapted to securably engage the branch recess. 

18. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 17, wherein the hub further includes 
a connector pin, and the framework connection system further comprising a third tubular :iame 
member and a third member flange secured within at least one end portion of the third :iame 
member and having at least one axially traversing connection aperture such that the connector 
pin is secured within the axially traversing connection aperture of the third member flan^ and 
the central hub aperture of the hub to conjoin the hub and third tubular frame member whereby 
the third tubular frame member extends radially in relation to the axially conjoined frnt and 
second tubular frame members. 

19. -22. (Withdrawn) 

23. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 18, wherein at least one of th: first, 
second and third tabular frame members is curvilinear. 

24. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 12, wherein at least one of tkje end 
portions of at least one of the first and second tubular frame members is adapted to securely 
axially receive an end cap. 
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25. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 12, wherein at least one of tins end 
portions of at least one of the first and second tubular frame members is adapted to securely 
axially receive a base stand to provide standing floor support for the display. 

26. (Currently amended) The framework connection system of Claim 25, wherein the base 
stand [[is a]] includes a foot pod having a threaded axial shaft and an elongate nut adjustable 
along at least a portion of the length of the shaft to provide height adjustment for the foot pud, 

27. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 26, wherein the foot pod further 
includes a ball joint therein to provide angular adjustment of the portion of the display Deing 
supported by the foot pod. 

28. -29. (Withdrawn) 

30. (Original) A display constructed from a framework connection system, the framework 

connection system comprising: 

at least a first tubular frame member and a second tubular frame member, each of the 
tubular frame members having a first end portion and a second end portion and 
an end portion aperture radially traversing into at least one of the first and second 
end portions, the first and second tubular frame members further having a llange 
securely attached and axially aligned within at least one of the first and second 
end portions, the flange having at least one axially traversing aperture, and a 

10 
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radially traversing aperture in communication with the at least one end portion 
aperture; 

at least one hub plate having a central portion, at least one connecting branch extending 
out from the central portion, and a pin receiving aperture extending through the 
central portion; 

at least one connector pin extending through the central portion of the hub plate such that 
a first end and a second end of the connector pin are extending out from and 
transverse to the plane of the central portion and the at least one connecting 
branch; and 

wherein the first tubular frame member and the second tubular frame member are B.dally 
conjoined at respective end portions with the hub plate interposed thereto: I ween 
and the first end of the connector pin extending into the axially traversing aperture 
of the flange of the first tubular frame member and the second end <:f the 
connector pin extending into the axially traversing aperture of the flange of the 
second tubular frame member, the ends of the connector pin being so;urely 
engaged through the respective tubular frame member end portion aperture. 

31. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 30, further comprising a hub having 
a securing member, a radial engagement aperture, and a branch receiving slot and a centrr J hub 
aperture both extending axially into the hub and in communication with the radial engagisment 
aperture, wherein the branch receiving slot slidably receives the at least one connecting 1: ranch 
and the securing member is adapted to securely engage the at least one connecting branch. 

11 
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32. (Original) The framework connection system of Claim 31, wherein the hub further includes 
a connector pin, and the framework connection system further comprises a third tubular Irame 
member and a third member flange secured within at least one end portion of the third Irame 
member and having at least one axially traversing connection aperture such that the corrector 
pin is secured within the axially traversing connection aperture of the third member flanc ; and 
the central hub aperture of the hub to conjoin the hub and third tubular frame member wi.sreby 
the third tubular frame member extends radially in relation to the axis of conjoined first and 
second tubular frame members. 

33. (Original) A system for constructing and assembling and disassembling a floor display 
according to a selectively modular configuration, the system comprising: 

a plurality of tubular frame segments, each with two end portions having a bore 

extending axially therein and an outer circumferential surface; 
a plurality of connecting flanges, each adapted for axial alignable securement wittun the 

end portions of the tubular frame segments within the axial bore; 
a plurality of connecting plates, each adapted to confrontingly secure between the 

connecting flanges of axial aligned tubular frame segments and having ;il least 

one outwardly extending connecting branch; 
a plurality of hubs, each adapted to slidably engage the at least one connecting branch of 

the connecting plates and to engage the connecting flanges to provide for tubular 

frame segment connectivity; and 

12 
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wherein the plurality of tubular frame segments, the plurality of connecting flanges, the 
plurality of connecting plates, and the plurality of hubs create an assemb. sable 
framework of the floor display for supporting graphical displays and 
appurtenances. 

34.-37. (Withdrawn) 

38. (Currently amended) A method of constructing a display from a tubular framework 

connection system, comprising the steps of; 

providing a first tubular frame segment having at least one first end portion including a 
radially extending securing aperture and an axially connected first flange Living 
at least one axial connector aperture , a radial connector aperture in sersrally 
transverse communication with the at least one axial connector aperture :if the 
first flange, and a plurality of first indexing pin apertures positioned around the at 
least one axial connector aperture of the first fla nge in, a generally ci rcular 
formation; 

providing a second tubular frame segment having at least one second end ptjrtion 
including a radially extending securing aperture and an axially connected s econd 
flange having at least one axial connector aperture, a radial connector aneii ore in 
generally transverse communication with the at least one axial connector aperture 
of the second flange, and a plurality of first indexing pin apertures posilioned 



13 
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around the at least one axial connector aperture of the second flange in a get i srally 
circular formation; 

providing a connector pin having distal engagement grooves, the connector pin being 
disposed to extend between and into the axial connector apertures of the f inges 
of the first and second tubular frame segments such that one of the engagement 
grooves is aligned with the radially extending securing aperture of the first tabular 
frame segment and the radial connector aperture of the first flange, and the other 
of the engagement grooves is aligned with the radially extending securing 
aperture of the second tubular frame segment and the radial connector aperture of 
the second flange: and 

engaging a securing member through each of the radially extending securing apertures of 
the first and second frame segments and the radial connector apertures of t L g first 
and second flanges for engagement with the respective engagement grooves Df the 
connector pin to confiontingly axially conjoin the first and second frame 
segments. 

39. (Original) A method of constructing a display from a tubular framework connection system, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a first tubular frame segment having at least one first end portion inchiiling a 

radially extending securing aperture and an axially connected flange ha\ Jig at 

least one axial connector aperture; 

14 
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providing a second tubular frame segment having at least one second end portion 
including a radially extending securing aperture and an axially connected ::lange 
having at least one axial connector aperture, the second tubular frame se;;,ment 
being axially aligned with the first tubular frame segment; 

providing a third tubular frame segment having at least one third end portion inclining a 
radially extending securing aperture and an axially connected flange having at 
least one axial connector aperture; 

disposing a connector plate having at least one connecting aperture and at least one 
outwardly extending connecting branch between the axially aligned &»t and 
second tubular frame segments; 

providing a connector pin having distal engagement grooves, the connector pin being 
disposed to extend between and into the axial connector apertures of the flanges 
of the first and second tubular frame segments and through the at leaiit one 
connecting aperture of the connector plate such that one of the engajsisment 
grooves is aligned with the radially extending securing aperture of the first tubular 
frame segment and the other of the engagement grooves is aligned wilh the 
radially extending securing aperture of the second tubular frame segment; 

engaging a securing member through each of the radially extending securing apertures of 
the first and second frame segments for engagement with the respective 
engagement grooves of the connector pin to confrontingly axially conjoin the first 
and second frame segments; 



15 



PAGE 1H23 s RCVD AT »3f2005 5:12:40 PM [Eastern DayOgM Time] s SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/8 ^ DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:6123499266 ' DURATION (mn>ss):06-10 



P6/03/2005 16:17 FAI 6123499266 



PATTERSON THUENTE SKAAR 



@017 



Application No. 10/6C l 5 843 

slidably engaging a receiving slot of a hub onto the at least one connecting branch of the 
connector plate; and 

coupling the flange of the third tubular ftame segment to the hub by securing one en«i of a 
hub connector pin through a receiving aperture of the hub and the other end of the 
hub connector pin through the axial connector aperture of the flange of th<= third 
tubular frame segment such that the third tubular frame segment extends 
transverse to the axially conjoined first and second frame segments. 

40,-46. (Withdrawn) 

47. (Currently amended) A display constructed from a framework connecting system, the 

framework connection system comprising: 

a first tubular frame member having two first member end portions having end portion 
apertures, and a first flange insertably axially secured within at least one of the 
first member end portion s, the first flange having at least one first axial ape rl ure, a 
radial aperture e vtenriin p therein for generally t ransverse communication wi th the 
first axial aperture, and a plurality of first indexing pin apertures oosi lioned 
around the first axial aperture to define a generally circular formation: 
a second tubular frame member having two second member end portions havic.g end 
portion apertures, and a second flange insertably axially secured within ai least 
one of the second member end portion s, the second flange having at lea ; rt one 
second axial aperture, a radial aperture extending therein for generally trail : ?vers_e 
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communication with the second axial aperture, and a plurality of second indexing 
pin apertures positioned around the second axial aperture to define a gen ; gaily 
circular formation: 

means for conjoining the first flange and the second flange such that the respective first 
member and second member end portions are axially conjoined; and 

means for lockably securing the means for conjoining the first flange and the second 
flange through the respective end portion apertures of the first membci and 
second member end portions. 

48. (Original) The framework connecting system of Claim 47, further comprising a hub plate 
interposed between the conjoined first and second flanges, the hub plate having at least one 
means for axially conjoining the hub plate between the first and second flanges and at lea it one 
means for receivably securing a hub to the hub plate. 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Original) The framework connecting system of Claim 48, further including a third t abular 
frame member having two third member end portions having end portion apertures, and i\ third 
flange insertably axially secured within at least one of the third member end portions , th< ; third 
flange having at least one third axial aperture and a radial aperture e ^nAm^ themi n for 
generally transverse communication with the third axial aperture . 
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51, (Original) The framework connecting system of Claim 50, further including mears for 
axially conjoining the third flange to the hub distal the means for reccivably securing the hub to 
the hub plate, 

52. (Withdrawn) 
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